Schuylkill River Shad Festival 

Lock 60 on the Schuylkill Canal, Mont Clare
April 30, 2011; 11 AM – 5 PM 

Host: Schuylkill Canal Association

Rain Date, May 1, 2011 
Contact: Betsy Daley, 610-917-0021, info@schuylkillcanal.com 
The Schuylkill Canal Association (SCA) will host participants of the Schuylkill River Shad Festival at Lock 60 in Mont Clare.  The festival is to celebrate the return of the migratory fish, the American Shad, to the Schuylkill River watershed.  SCA will highlight the history and heritage of the Schuylkill Navigation System built along the River to transport goods and people in the early part of the 19th century operating until the 20th century.  Multiple dams were built as part of the navigation essentially eliminating the migratory American Shad fishery within the Schuylkill River watershed.  Many dams have been removed and/or fish passages have been built which allows the Shad to return upriver to their natural spawning waters for the first time since the navigation’s completion in the 1820s.  This is something to celebrate!

In addition SCA will coordinate a variety of water-related sporting events along the Schuylkill River and Canal.  Included is SCA’s annual LoopFest, a fishing derby, boat rentals and demos.  The LoopFest is a guided 5-mile water trail loop paddle down the river and back to Lock 60 on the canal; two guided paddles will be scheduled. The fishing derby is open to all ages, bring your own equipment and anglers 16 or older must have a 2011 fishing license in plain view.  A limited number of fishing rods will be available for young anglers without equipment; prizes will be awarded for American Shad caught.  Plenty of food & beverages will be available for purchase.
The Locktender’s House will be open all day and 3 lock openings will be scheduled along with history displays highlighting the navigation system and its impact on the American Shad river population.  The festival is provided free of charge however donations will gladly be accepted.
The following is a schedule of events:
Locktender’s House Open

11:00 AM to 5:00 PM, refreshments available in house
Lock openings

1st one

11:00 AM



2nd one

  2:00 PM




3rd one

  4:00 PM

LoopFest; first paddle


12:00 Noon launch from Lock 60/Schuylkill River 
     second paddle

2:30 PM launch from Lock 60/Schuylkill River
Paddlers are to be ready to put boats, with all necessary safety gear, in the water at launch time
Fishing Derby



12:00 Noon to 3:00 PM, registration at Lock 60 boat dock
Boat Rentals
11:00 AM to 4:00 PM, thru the Port Providence Paddle, please call to reserve a canoe or kayak at 610-935-2750,


visit www.canoeandkayak.biz for rental details. 

Boat Demos
12:00 PM, Eastern Mtn. Sports & Kelly’s Canoe & Kayaks will demo boats; canoes and kayaks in the river and canal.  All necessary safety equipment will be provided.
